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Sarah Pringle holds Grace Pringle while Alice Pringle picks an apple. More photos on pages 8 and 9. 





Photos by Shelby Macri 





OTIS 


Food pantry effort 
adds volunteers 


By Peter Spotts 


The work of a small 
group of volunteers helping 
feed those in need during 
the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic out of Farmington River 
Elementary School is being 
continued by a growing 
number of volunteers out of 
the Town Hall. 

School starting for the 
Fall meant the Otis Food 
Pantry could no longer use 
the kitchen and pantry cup- 
boards for its work. The 
Board of Selectmen has 
opened Town Hall space to 
be used in its stead. More 
than 20 volunteers are now 
working weekly to help col- 
lect donations and distribute 
food. 

“We can share the work 
with a whole bunch of peo- 
ple. It’s really cool the way 
it’s all coming together,” 
said Volunteer Terry Gould. 
“We’re just moving loca- 
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tions and trying to keep it 
going for people that are 
food insecure.” 

The Pantry opened for 
its first day in the new loca- 
tion on Wednesday, Sept. 
30. Food will be distributed 
from 10 a.m. to noon and 5 
to 7 p.m. each Wednesday. 
Pickup for food items will 
be contactless with orders 
assembled and bagged and 
placed on a table outside. 

“We have a bear box 
ordered so if somebody 
can’t come during open 
hours, we can leave it in the 
bear box with their name on 
it,’ Gould said. 

Gould added the pan- 
try ahs seen use not just 
from Otis residents during 
the pandemic, but surround- 
ing communities includ- 
ing Becket, Blandford and 
Sandisfield. 

“There have been a 


PANTRY, page 10 


B@CKET.......cscseussssersssens 10 GOSNON ccidiccissstsintasinnsciane 7 ODIMON sacisnsissntaiecavntecnmnesans 4 Schools & Youth 
DilaeCNONG siccavecesceceenea 5 PAU S dai sativcsasscnavencccee 2 DUS cecomeetreenn canoes 10 Westhampton 
Business Directory........ 12 HUNTINGUON.........c0ceeeeeees 3 Public Notices............... 14. ~—~Williamsburg 
CIICSICN ccecererensutnenccatecare 6 Middlefield..........cesss008 10 PUZZI€ PaQe........cceeee 13 

Classifieds .............008 15 ODI AN Ve caccrcastecnaesiwiens 14 PUBS SE iscacesecetaduduniedecedes 





HILLTOWNS 


Economic Development 
Director heads back East 


By Peter Spotts 


Three summers ago, 
Jeanne LeClair arrived in 
July 2017 to serve 
a grant funded 
position for one 
year, helping do 
economic devel- 
opment in the hill- 
towns. What she 
found was three 
years of working 
in a place which, 
coming from 
Boston, took her 
back to her youth 
growing up in 
rural Missouri. 

LeClair is leaving the 
hilltowns after accepting 
the offer to be the Director 
of Business Development 
for the Massachusetts Life 
Sciences Center, but she will 
be taking many lessons and 
experiences from the hill- 
towns with her back east and 
will miss the comfort feeling 
provided in the hills. 

“It’s a lot of the same 





Jeanne LeClair 


skillset to my current job 
with the hilltowns. Ill be 
using a lot of the great things 
I learned about econom- 
ic development 
in the towns and 
applying them to 
the science indus- 
try,’ LeClair said. 
“It [My posi- 
tion] was geared 
toward help- 
ing the towns, 
and specifical- 
ly the Hilltown 
Collaborative, to 
foster economic 
development in 
the towns through 
supporting existing business- 
es, Supporting entrepreneur- 
ship, make sure we’re mar- 
keting the towns to potential 
new businesses and resi- 
dents.” 

While working with 
the six Gateway Hilltowns 
— Blandford, Chester, 
Huntington, Middlefield, 
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Chief breaks down 
speeding data 


By Shelby Macri 


The Selectboard met with Police 
Chief Denise Wickland to discuss the 
traffic and speed data from High Street 
and Kingsley Avenue as they continue 
work to address resident concerns. 

There were multiple pages of data 
that Wickland brought forth and dis- 
cussed with the board on Thursday, 
Sept. 24. The data showed that there 
were some instances of speeding 
throughout the weeks the data was col- 
lected. 
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Highway Dept. 
looks to Tix pickup 


By Peter Spotts 


Highway Superintendent Charles 
Dazelle is hopeful the 2009 one-ton 
pickup, used for plowing the down- 
town area and smaller surrounding 
roads, will be able to return to service 
in the coming weeks. 

After a cracked frame forced 
the truck to be removed from ser- 
vice, Dazelle said it’s being taken to 
a welder this week to see if the frame 
can be repaired and get the truck up 
to standard for the coming winter. 
The alternative is to use a contractor, 
which Dazelle said will be much more 
expensive. 
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HAMPSHIRE 


Students report on 
remote learning 


By Peter Spotts 


Students have been back at school 
for a couple weeks, but the Hampshire 
Regional School Committee will have 
to make some quick decisions on what 
will happen in November for the sec- 
ond quarter. 

Student Representatives Emily 
Godden and Tyler Galpin both gave 
the school committee their thoughts on 
how the remote learning has gone to 
open the year and the feelings of their 
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Flags of support for Domestic Violence month 


This month, in honor of domestic 
violence awareness month, the Country 
Journal will be publishing photos from 
this year’s Virtual Prayer Flag Project, 
created by the Hilltown Domestic 
Violence Interfaith Initiative, each week 
in October. 

The project was supported by the 
Southern Hilltown Domestic Violence 
Task Force and can be viewed online 
at www.youtube.com/watch?v=HjLIT- 
wmlyVaQ. The Flag Project is just one 
of many efforts in the hilltowns aimed 
at preventing and ending domestic vio- 
lence. 

It is hard to believe, but 50 years 
ago there was not a single domestic vio- 
lence shelter in the country. In 1973, the 
first shelter opened in Saint Paul, MN, 
and by 1976 there were over 400 shelters 
and programs. By the 1980s, communi- 
ties across the country expanded beyond 
shelters and developed Coordinated 
Community Responses to domestic vio- 
lence. 

Coordinated Community Responses 
were developed because people came 
to understand that no matter how many 
shelter programs there are, domestic 
violence will not end until everyone 
gets involved. CCRs typically involve 
schools, police, courts, health care agen- 
cies, faith communities, and community 
members. 
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Montgomery, and Russell — and the 
Gateway Regional School District, 
LeClair said she learned valuable lessons 
about communicating between different 
groups and bridging the gap between 
different needs. After her first year, the 
towns combined their financial resources 
to keep funding her position to continue 
her work. 

“T think the ability to serve as a con- 
nector, to understand a lot of different 
perspectives once and be able to find 
common ground,’ LeClair said. ““There’s 
a lot of people moving in different direc- 
tions in the hilltowns...I think the task 
in a position like this, and in the position 
I’m going to, is to find where the overlap 
is, where we are moving in the same 
direction.” 

LeClair has been involved in 
many different projects. She helped 
with the “Save Our Bank” campaign in 
Huntington, which brought Westfield 
Bank in to save the former People’s 
United Bank branch in Huntington; she 
helped re-brand the River Café to Hunt 
& Hart Bakery before they closed their 
doors in Oct. 2019 due to family chal- 
lenges; the Village Enterprise Center on 
Main Street in Chester opened in 2018 
and has provided hundreds of small 
business owners, entrepreneurs, and life- 





Tina Howard shares her message with 
some flora color to brighten someone’s day. 


As part of the effort to involve com- 
munities, Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month was established in 1987. Every 
year, communities across the country 
bring attention to this issue in an effort 
to promote healthy relationships and pre- 
vent the abuse of power in intimate part- 
ner relationships — whether the abuse 
be physical, sexual, emotional, psycho- 


long learners with free classes on a wide 
range of topics, including small busi- 
ness-related subjects such as business 
plans, website building, and marketing 
taught by LeClair. 

She’s particularly proud of the effort 
in Chester to reopen Carm’s Restaurant 
on Route 20, combined with the Gateway 
Hilltown Visitor Center operated by 
Historic Route 20. 

“The biggest one was getting the 
Hilltown Visitors Center and Carm’s, 
getting that whole building activated,’ 
she said. “The process we went through 
for that...I think that’s going to be a real- 
ly successful partnership and it means a 
lot for the town of Chester specifically to 
have that space active again. I’m proud I 
could at least help move that along.” 

LeClair said Hilltown Collaborative 
Co-Chairmen Andy Myers and Josh 
Garcia will be handling the projects she 
hasn’t finished and also praised Chester 
Town Administrator Kathe Warden for 
handing the bureaucratic duties. LeClair 
will be helping finish the digital market- 
ing video project for the region, which is 
a series of seven videos highlighting each 
of the seven towns and what they offer. 

“We were pleased to have Jeanne for 
the three years she was here. She made 
quite a difference in the hilltowns,”’ said 
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Fall into it with these 
wonderful brews and wines! 
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921 Russell Road, Huntington (413) 667-3201 
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A message shared by Kim Savery to victims of domestic violence. 


logical, economic, or other. 

The Southern Hilltown Domestic 
Violence Task Force, founded in 1998, 
is a Coordinated Community Response. 
Task Force partners work with Gateway 
schools to teach students about healthy 
relationships, with Hilltown Community 
Health Centers to build and support local 
domestic violence advocacy services, 
with police to build protocols that allow 
police to refer victims directly to local 
advocates, with courts to ensure offender 
accountability, with community mem- 
bers to develop outreach strategies, and 
with hilltown faith communities to make 
sure people who are abused know where 


Myers. “We’ve got a few things on our 
plate and were looking forward to how 
that pans out going forward. We’ve got 
some opportunities and we’ve got some 
challenges. By working together with 
other folks in other towns and the GRSD 
we can move things forward.” 

Over the past year, LeClair expand- 
ed her duties to include working pat- 
time as Communications Director for 
Gateway, who stepped in to cover part 
of her cost when Montgomery and 
Russell no longer wished to fund the 
position. While honing her skills to 
clearly communicate from the school 
to district members, she also started the 
Entrepreneurship Club to get students 
interested in creative ways to make a 
living in today’s world, ways and means 
she feels are crucial to the long term 
health of the hilltowns. 

“Growing up in a small town, I 
know the backbone of any small-town 
economy are small business owners,” she 
said. “If we’re going to keep the engine 
running in these small towns, we have 
to keep some of the students around and 
know that’s an option.” 

With LeClair moving on, Gateway 
will be filling her position with a part- 
time public relations person for the 
remainder of the year. LeClair said the 





submitted photos 


to get help and to debunk myths based 
on misinterpretations of faith texts. 

The Task Force is open to anyone 
who lives or works in the hilltowns, 
and meets the second Thursday of each 
month. For more information, contact 
the Task Force at southernhillsdvtask- 
force@gmail.com or visit Southern 
Hilltown Domestic Violence Task Force 
on Facebook. 

If someone knows they or someone 
else is being mistreated or abused by a 
partner, they can reach an advocate from 
Hilltown Safety at Home at 413-693- 
9977. For immediate help, call the 24/7 
statewide hotline at 1-877-785-2020. 
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Entrepreneurship Club may have to take 
the year off while they figure out who 
will be able to lead the club, but hopes 
their work will continue in the future. 

“Depending on the person’s inter- 
ests, we'll see how the clubs and activ- 
ities that Jeanne did fit into the new 
position,’ Superintendent David Hopson 
said. “It was fortuitous when some of 
the towns stopped fully supporting the 
Economic Development Coordinator 
which allowed us to bring Jeanne on 
board on a part-time basis as the district 
public information officer. Jeanne was a 
unifying force between the towns and the 
district as she filled these two positions 
in ways that benefited everyone. Jeanne 
will be missed on many levels and we 
wish her the best in her new position.” 

While she’s moving back East closer 
to home and the big city, LeClair is not 
going to be forgetting the return to her 
roots the past three years in the hilltowns 
have provided her and the lessons and 
experiences learned in the hills. 

“The sort of small-town culture. 
That’s how I grew up. I really enjoyed 
feeling like I was coming back to that 
place every time I was out there,’ she 
said. “I feel like the sort of personal feel 
of that hometown culture [ll miss drop- 
ping into on a regular basis.” 


News, photo publication policy 


As a community newspaper our focus has always been local news. 
While we try very hard to run upcoming events as a public service whenever 
space allows, space does not allow us to run an upcoming event repeatedly. 
Our policy is to limit publication of upcoming events to one article in ™ 
advance of the event and, space permitting, a second brief reminder article 
the week prior to an event, and to run those articles in only one section of the 
paper, and not in multiple sections simultaneously. 

All such public service announcements and photos are subject to space 
limitations and deadlines, therefore publication cannot be guaranteed. 
Whenever copy for the week exceeds allotted space, news copy will take 
priority, and public service copy is the first area to be cut. We also reserve 
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The Hilltown Hikers’ Liz Massa and Karen McTaggart visited the Crescent Mills Cemetery, located on Route 20 in Russell. It’s the family 
cemetery of the Gould family. The cemetery has approximately 10 plots, of which only four or five are still legible. John Gould lived in 
Crescent Mills prior to the establishment of any of the mills. The earliest stone which is still legible is from Matthew S. Gould, son of 
John and Mary Gould, who died in 1802 at the age of 25. There are also stones for John Gould and what appear to be two wives, both 
named Mary. Historical information credit to Bruce Cortis. 
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HUNTINGTON 





The First Congregational Church of 
Huntington reminds everyone that even 
though our physical doors are closed 
until further notice, we are most defi- 
nitely open for worship, praise, minis- 
try and fellowship. We are an Open and 
Affirming Church and we invite and wel- 
come everyone - seekers, believers, and 
wonderers alike, on their journey of faith, 
to join in 10 a.m. Zoom Sunday worship. 


PICKUP 


“We’re going to try to get the frame 
welded up so we can get through the 
winter,’ Dazelle said. “We’re going to 
save a lot of money doing it ourselves, 
with me hiring a driver to drive our one- 
ton at $15 an hour versus paying some- 
body $85 an hour.” 

Dazelle said one of the hard parts 
trying to budget for winter is the vari- 
ance in storms from year to year. He 
said he’s had his drivers range from 80 
hours one year to as high as 230 in oth- 
ers. 

“So, I don’t know what to expect, 
for a higher end pickup,” he said. 

The pickup is also helpful for 


NORWICH HILL 


We are also meeting for Friday Zoom 
Fellowship Time and the pastor is always 
available to speak with you. If you do 
not receive our emails and would like to 
connect with our Zoom worship service 
or fellowship time, please contact Pastor 
Carol at firstchurchofhuntington @ gmail. 
com to receive the information you will 
need to participate. 

This week’s reading from Exodus 


going up icy roads and hills before the 
big trucks and making the path easier. 
Dazelle expects to know whether the 
one-ton will be useable within the next 
week or two. A posting is also up for a 
contract position to do plowing this win- 
ter in case the repair efforts fail. Dazelle 
said even with the cost for the welding 
combined with a $15 hour driver rate, 
it will be substantially cheaper for the 
town than bringing in a contractor at $85 
an hour. 

“IT don’t want to throw money out 
the window,” he said. “If we can get 
it welded cheap, back on the road, do 
everything in house, it’s going to save a 


WESTHAMPTON 





Food Pantry closed after bear visit 


WESTHAMPTON — The 
Westhampton Food Pantry has had to 
briefly discontinue it’s services on the 
lawn in the center of town since we have 
been outsmarted by a bear. 

The visits this week have been very 
destructive. Those needing immediate 
assistance should either record in the 
notebook, which is still in the shelter, or 


call the Westhampton Congregational 
church office and leave a message, which 
includes a way the church can get in 
contact to come and pick up the food 
requested when it’s ready. 

The pantry is hoping to be open 
again soon in a public building in the 
center of town. Until then please do not 
drop off any items at the former pantry. 


20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20, continues the story 
of Moses leading God’s people in the 
wilderness. It invites us to wonder about 
relationships and what we need to be 
community and to sustain life in commu- 
nity. We will be celebrating the Lord’s 
Supper as we share in Communion this 
morning on World Communion Sunday. 
We wish everyone God’s peace. Our 
prayers for health and wellbeing are with 


lot of money.” 

If neither option works out — 
Dazelle noted there’s no guarantee they 
can find a contractor — then the fleet 
will be down to its three larger trucks, 
which Dazelle said will heavily delay 
the plowing speed for the downtown 
area as there are 37 miles of road —74 
lane miles — for the three tucks to cover 
and the smaller roads are difficult to 
maneuver for the larger vehicles. 

“Tt’s not going to be plowed quick,” 
he said. 

The 2007 freightliner is being 
replaced this year, with the new truck 
expected to arrive in January. It’s pur- 


you and all the world during this time of 
pandemic. Please use the phone numbers 
and email address provided to stay in 
touch or to contact the pastor. You are 
also invited to find us on Facebook at 
“Norwich Hill” for updates, information 
and spiritual encouragement. For more 
information, please contact 413-667- 
3935 or 860-798-7771 or firstchurchof- 
huntington @ gmail.com. 
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chase was approved at annual Town 
Meeting earlier this year. Dazelle said 
Highway Department vehicles are typ- 
ically replaced every 10 to 12 years. 
The 2009 one-ton also falls into this 
timeframe and is expected to be on next 
year’s annual Town meeting warrant for 
replacement. Dazelle hopes they can 
find a way to make it through the winter 
with it so the money saved on not hiring 
a contractor can be put towards getting a 
new truck instead. 

“My biggest thing is if we get a 
heavy winter...J would rather take that 
$18,000 towards a new truck rather than 
a contractor,” he said. 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profi les, and 
community features that we know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee 
meetings as well as spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings 
determined by the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual major community 
event features that we should always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and their many interesting occupants. Our 
loyal advertisers provide funding for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features for the Country Journal, please 


email countryjournal@turley.com. 
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The Garden Lady takes 
on fall questions 


A Brive is curs [N THE 
about the differ- GARDEN 


ence between dried and 
fresh herbs. “I grew and 
dried numerous herbs this 
summer and have begun 
to use them in recipes. 
Why do you need less 
of an herb if it is in dried 
form? It would seem to be 
reverse!” 

Fresh herbs, by 
weight, contain a great deal of water. Once dried, 
the essential oils, which is what gives the herb 
its flavor, become concentrated. Because of that, 
most recipes will call for only one-third to one- 
half of a dried herb if it is being substituted for 
a fresh herb in a recipe. To dry herbs from your 
garden, simply harvest a few stems, secure them 
with a rubber band and hang them upside-down 
in a dark, well-ventilated area. 

A reader in Belchertown wrote in with this 
question: “I was surprised to find a small peach 
tree growing out of my lazy-man’s compost pile. 
I am sure it is a peach because part of the pit is 
still attached. Can you tell me if peaches can be 
started from seed that easily?” 

Peach pits will often grow into peach trees 
without much work on our part. Simply plant 
a moistened pit two to three inches deep in the 
soil and wait until spring, that’s when germina- 
tion will likely occur. The variety you get may 
or may not be as great-tasting or as large as its 
parentage but it makes for a fun experiment 
nevertheless. Trees that grew from pits in our 
compost pile over a decade ago are still sup- 
plying my Mom with teenie but tasty peaches. 
Last fall I purposely planted some pits from 
some awesome-tasting peaches and luckily, one 
sprouted. Sometimes they take more than a year 
to germinate; maybe I'll be surprised with a few 
more next spring. 

This question was posed by Marie who 
reads the column from South Hadley: “I heard 
once that you can store pots of geraniums 
and begonias in the basement over the winter. 
Basically you just cut them back and ignore 
them, then come spring begin watering them 
again. Is this true? I’d love to be able to save 
my plants for use next season, but don’t have the 
window space upstairs to do so.” 

Sure, here is how it’s done: Before you 
put your plants in storage allow the soil in the 
pot to dry somewhat. Then, cut the plants back 
to a couple of inches above the crown and set 
them in their winter home. Besides the cellar, 
unheated rooms, enclosed porches or other spac- 
es that don’t freeze and aren’t too damp work 
well. Check them every few weeks and water 
sparingly if necessary, never letting the soil dry 
out completely. When spring comes, gradual- 
ly begin to introduce sunlight. Once the threat 
of frost has passed the plants can go outside 
for the summer months. If last year’s potting 
soil is “exhausted” of nutrients, carefully repot 
the plant into new soil. Prune away any weak 
branches and give it some liquid fertilizer. For 
a bit of work you might be able to reuse your 
plants and spare your wallet! Besides geraniums 
and begonias, the method of overwintering can 
work with fuchsias, coleus, New Guinea impa- 
tiens and some of the new Proven Winner and 
Proven Selection plants. Good luck!! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 28 
years, she has held the position of staff horti- 
culturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a ques- 
tion for her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the subject line. 
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Corrections policy 


If you notice a factual error in our pages, 
please let us know, so that we can set the 
record straight. Email information to coun- 
tryjournal @turley.com, or call us at 413-283- 
8393. Corrections will be printed in the same 
section where the error originally occurred. 
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HILLTOWN HISTORY 
Tangled Webs 


By Deborah Daniels 


alutations readers! Hiking on 
S Shatterack Mountain with the Hilltown 

Hikers, we got to see some beautiful 
spider webs bedazzled with mist. You have to 
be impressed with these industrious weavers. 

It seems spiders are living textile mills. 
Spiders produce silk from spinneret glands 
located on the tip of their abdomens. Most 
spiders have three pairs of spinnerets that 
make the liquid protein that is the silk thread. 
The spider makes many different types of 
silk with different properties depending on 
what purpose it will be used for — adhesive 
silk for trapping prey, non-sticky silk to use 
as guide wires, silk used for making egg 
sacs, and silk used to wrap prey up mummy 
style. Spider web silk has been found to be 
rich in Vitamin K, which in humans helps us 
to clot our blood to stop bleeding. Can we 
presume this characteristic act reduces the 
insect from bleeding until the spider is ready 
to dine on it? Insect blood is the food the spi- 
der seeks. Wow another good-to-know hiker 
survival tactic, wrap wounds in the field with 
spider web to help reduce bleeding. It was 
done this way by early colonists in times 
past. 

Spider webs ensnare insects not just by 
acting as a passive net but also by electri- 
cally attracting bugs in flight. Some spi- 
der silk has been found to have a positive 
charge that attracts positively charged flying 
insects, altering their flight pattern into the 
web. Unbelievable! 

So, the theory goes that spiders weave 
webs by laying a silk framework. Fine adhe- 
sive thread is jettisoned on a breeze to drift 
across a gap to an anchoring point. Once it 
sticks to an anchor, the spider feels the vibra- 
tion and reels the silk in to tighten the first 
strand. Then it carefully walks across laying 
a second reinforcing silk thread. It will make 
a Y shaped foundation form, then continue 
adding more radial threads and lastly the 
horizontal threads until the final web design 
is done. It lays non-sticky silk walkways for 
its own use and then adds adhesive silk path- 
ways to trap prey. A lot of careful engineer- 
ing goes into making a spider web. A spi- 
der’s world is full of drag lines, framework 
lines, radii, and central hub blueprints that 
it does innately. It makes repairs as needed. 
Since the silk is protein, spiders will eat the 
old web as a source of protein. 

There are different web designs that are 
characteristic of different spiders and not all 
spiders make webs. The orb weavers are spi- 
ders that weave spiral, vertical, two dimen- 
sional webs as seen on our hike. Spiders 
sometimes put designs in the hub of the web 
to camouflage themselves as they wait there 
for an insect to hit their web. Other spiders 
wait out of sight, on the side of the web till 
an insect hits the web. Once caught in the 
web, the more the insect struggles the more 
ensnared it gets. The spider is alerted to food 
by the silk vibrating. It will bite the insect or 
encase it in silk for later dining. 
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A spider’s orb web found while hiking 
Shatterack Mountain in Russell on Saturday, 
Sept. 26. Pictured behind the web are Karen 


McTaggart and Greg with the Hilltown Hikers. 
Submitted photos by Deborah Daniels 
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A variety of different spider web types. 
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Record time at special town meeting 


By Mary Kronholm 


BLANDFORD -— It was another 
stunning record for accomplishing town 
business in record time. The Annual 
Town Meeting flew by in 21 minutes. 
Monday night’s special Town Meeting 
opened and closed in six minutes, from 7 
p.m. to 7:06 p.m. 

There were 11 warrant articles to 
consider on Sept. 28; the first article cor- 
rected a $95,425 discrepancy in the vot- 
ing of the fiscal year 2021 budget and 
Town Administrator Joshua A. Garcia 
told those at the select board meeting 
prior to the STM that it had been decided 
to apply the funds to the town’s Capital 
line. $70,000 will go towards the Fire 
Department’s new tanker with $200,000 
already appropriated at the ATM. The 
article carried. 


Fire Department 
supplies masks 
for residents 


BLANDFORD — On Saturday, 
Sept. 26, members of the town’s volun- 
teer Fire Department were at the park- 
ing lot of the town offices to hand out 
free protective masks, five per person per 
household. 

Chief Dave Mottor said that the 
Massachusetts Emergency Management 
Agency had given the town 3,000 masks. 
Chief Mottor wanted to make sure that 
anyone and everyone has access to pro- 
tective gear. 

If anyone was not able to get to the 
mask give-away Saturday, masks are still 
available from the Fire Department by 
calling 848-4279, ext. 600. Mottor said 
he would also see to it the Town Clerk’s 
office had extra for the election. 


Articles two through eight were 
all covering payment of the prior fiscal 
year’s invoices, and Moderator David 
Hopson agreed that all could be consid- 
ered under one motion and all invoices 
were to be coved by the current fiscal 
year’s budget. 

Hopson read each item, asked for 
questions, and since there were none 
on any of the seven items the lot was 
voted on and approved unanimously. 
Voters approved covering the follow- 
ing amounts: Cemetery Commission 
totaled $663.46, Water Department 
$105, Highway Department $884,84, 
Town Hall account $4.98, Town Counsel 
$982.06, and for the Town Hall utilities 
$169.37. 

Article 9 was a bylaw change for 
the Arts Council, which, according to 
Town Council Mark Reich, was “just 





Fire Chief Dave Mottor hands masks to Bob 
Durocher of North Blandford Road. 


beefing up their numbers.” The bylaw 
was approved unanimously. 

The select board asked that an article 
for hiring a general contractor to con- 
struct a new highway garage be tabled 
indefinitely, and voters approved this as 
well. 

The last article, having to do with 
broadband, put $60,000 into an account 
to be labeled Broadband Expenses from 
the Municipal Light Plant Stabilization 
Fund. 

Seats were spaced the required six 
feet apart and warrants were placed on 
each seat. Administrative Assistant Joann 
Martin checked in registered voters from 
behind a plexiglass shield and had masks 
for anyone who needed one. All possi- 
ble safety measures had been considered 
under the direction of Board of Health 
member Jennifer Girard. 
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Broadband is coming. It’s a step closer. 
Work was completed last week with the 
excavation for and installation of a conduit 
for the fiber optic wires to go under the 
Mass Pike overpass on Russell Road. 
Submitted Photo by Peter Langmore 





Volunteer Firefighter Derek Daudelin speaks with Walter Wronski of Beulah Land Road 
about the masks during a Fire Department mask giveaway on Saturday, Sept. 26. 


Photos by Mary Kronholm 





Volunteer Blandford Firefighters on deck to distribute masks at the parking lot at town offices. Pictured, from left, are David Chaffee, Derek 
Daudelin, Sarah Forsaith, Select Board member Eric McVey, and Fire Chief Dave Mottor. 


WEBS 


Ever get the urge to flee after walk- 
ing into a spider web? Pretty unpleas- 
ant that cloying sticky thread wasn’t it. 
Hard to believe but researchers have 
been hard at work trying to engineer 
spider silk into garments! Notably, Bolt 
Threads of California has in fact made 
a dress and men’s ties out of synthetic 
spider silk. The kinks are still being 
worked out, so you won’t see any gar- 
ments in Marshall’s yet, but the fact that 
they have cloned the spider silk gene 
and successfully grown it in goats that 
produce milk that contain spider silk 
protein is amazing. They have also been 
studying its use in making biodegrad- 


from page 4 


able sutures, artificial tendons, and liga- 
ments for human use and it’s made into 
fiber for bullet-proof vests. This bios- 
teel may be strengthening many of our 
aging joints in the future. Three cheers 
for spiders that rid us of bugs, inspire 
tattoos, give us Halloween nightmares, 
and inspire bioengineers! Certainly, the 
World Wide Web designers knew a good 
thing to imitate. Behold the beauty of 
nature. 

Do you have a memory or historical 
curiosity from the Hilltowns that you’d 
like to share with your neighbors? Send 
your story and photos to countryjour- 
nal@ turley.com. 


SUBSCRIBE TO THE COUNTRY JOURNAL 
ONLINE AT: COUNTRYJOURNAL. TURLEY.COM 
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——S : 
Volunteers Pat Daviau left and Holly 
Beckwith spruce up Bicentennial Park 


benches with a fresh coat of paint. 
Photo by Mary Kronholm 


Sarah Forsaith hands masks to Lorraine 
Bean of Kaolin Road. 


Board accepts 
Julie Bull’s 
resignation 


BLANDFORD — At the 
Select Board meeting Monday night 
prior to the Special Town Meeting, 
Finance Committee member Julie 
Bull submitted her resignation. 
She and her husband are moving to 


Southwick. Her resignation 1s effec- 
tive Oct. 20. 
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Early voting begins Saturday, Oct. 17 


CHESTER — The Town Clerk will 
be available at the Chester Town Hall for 
early in person voting starting Saturday, 
Oct. 17. 

Early voting will take place for 
two weeks at the following times: Sat, 
Oct. 17, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sunday, Oct. 
18 noon-3 p.m.; Monday, Oct. 19, 3-6 
p.m.; Tuesday, Oct. 20, 10 a.m.-noon; 
Wednesday, Oct. 21, 3-5 p.m.; Thursday, 
Oct. 22, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.; Friday, Oct. 23, 
3-5 p.m.; Saturday, Oct. 24, 10 a.m.- 
4 p.m.; Sunday, Oct. 25, noon-3 p.m.; 
Monday, Oct. 26, 3-6p.m.; Tuesday, 
Oct. 27, 2-4p.m.; Wednesday, Oct. 28, 


3-5p.m.; Thursday, Oct. 29, 10 a.m.- 
lp.m.; Friday, Oct. 30, 3-5 p.m. Polls 
will be open on Tuesday, Nov. 3, from 7 
a.m. to 8 p.m. 

If someone chooses to vote by mail, 
please make sure to return the ballot in 
enough time to be counted, postmarked 
Nov. 3 and received Nov 5. The big black 
drop box is secure, or a voter can turn 
their ballot in on any day of early voting 
in the ballot box. The last day to request 
a mail in ballot is Oct. 28 and the last day 
to register to vote is Oct. 24. 

Please take this time to check voter 
status is an active registered voter. Nov. 


3 is too late. Oct. 25 is too late. If some- 
one voted early, they can track your bal- 
lot online at www.TrackmyBallotMA. 
com. Make sure the brown envelope is 
signed or it will not count. No matter 
how someone chooses to vote, voters 
can vote only once. Remember to wear a 
mask and voters can bring their own pen 
if they wish. Social distancing will be 
enforced. 

Also, no buttons, hats, stickers, 
t-shirts with candidates’ names are 
allowed on persons or in plain sight. 
Anyone with one of these items must be 
150 feet from the town hall entrance. 


WILLIAMSBURG 


FIRST 
CONGREGATIONAL 


Come worship with the First 
Congregational Church of Chester at 
9:15 a.m. on Skyline Trail. 

We continue to meet in the 
parking lot, so bring a lawn chair, 
or sit in your car and listen on the 
radio. The scripture for the week is 
Philippians 3:4b - 14 and Matthew 
21:33-46. Communion will be cele- 
brated, so bring your juice and bread 
for a blessing. 

Everyone is welcome. We are an 
Open and Affirming Congregation. 








SPEEDING 


“T think we’ll find that it’s proba- 
bly repeat offenders,’ Wickland said. 
“Maybe one or two people who have 
become complacent, possibly they take 
the same route every day and they take 
the route the same way.” 

Wickland explained there were 
many complaints of speed on High street 
and she’d like to have officers sit on 
the target points of town more often. 
Wickland also brought up posting elec- 
tric speed signs that display the speed 
a car iS going, as well as being portable 
to move to different streets. Wickland 
spoke about applying for a grant to help 
pay for the costs of these signs, as well 
as more officers out at target streets in 
town. 

“We want a moveable sign to be 
able to address other problem streets, 


that might not have as many com- 
plaints,” Wickland said. 

Town Administrator Charlene Nardi 
showed the quotes for two portable and 
electric signs, totaling $5,800 for two 
signs. The board discussed that the signs 
would be beneficial to the town and the 
Police Department, especially signs with 
back-up solar power that need less bat- 
tery replacements. 

“T think this is a good idea, and the 
signs are portable so we can cover the 
whole town,’ Selectman Denise Banister 
said. The board agreed and recommend- 
ed if the town has grants or extra funds 
available, they should purchase the 
signs. 

The board also discussed some town 
celebrations, including the Snow Farm 
holding their annual fundraiser and how 


District 
ONE Salon 


4 Maple Street, Suite 3A 
Chester, MA O10011 
413-207-4806 
Now accepting appointments 
Covid-19 compliant 
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HOLLY BROGA 
Owner/Master Stylist/Colorist 
Hair Hustler 
“Bringing hair culture to the hilltowns” 





to hold Halloween this year. The board 
has to speak to the Board of Health 
about the events, especially Halloween, 
as the board would like to find a way to 
hold Halloween. 

The board discussed locations for 
town trick-or-treating, like the library 
or another building on North Main 
Street. The board agreed that they want 
to do something but that they want to 
speak to the Board of Health to keep 
the town safe and healthy if they were 
to hold something. The board discussed 


PICK YOUR OWN 


APPLES 


Many varieties available! 
Great Family Fun! 


410 Skyline Trail, Chester, MA ¢ 413-354-9609 


Open Daily 9 am - 4pm 


the option of having kids participate by 
drive through, as they understand that 
the celebration won’t be able to happen 
regularly. The board is planning to have 
a celebration and continue discussing the 
safest way to do so at a future meeting. 

The Snow Farm organizers said 
they’d maintain the people on their cam- 
pus to ensure that everyone follows safe- 
ty regulations. Additionally, the Police 
Department advised to have an officer 
or flagger present for people who will be 
in line. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
f f space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 
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Town of Chester 


HELP WANTED 


The Town of Chester seeks qualified applicants for the position of 
Driver — Laborer in the Highway Department. This position operates trucks 
and other equipment used in public works projects: Operate 41,000Ib 
commercial dump truck; haul materials; load materials; operate jackhammer, 
roller, paving equipment and roadside mower; Operates vehicles providing 
roadway snow removal and sanding; 41,000Ib dump truck w/wing plow; 
plows, sands and salts streets and sidewalks; Repairs water mains and 
drainage systems; Performs manual labor required for assigned work 
projects and incidental to operating assigned equipment; Works preforming 
maintenance and light service of trucks and equipment. 

Position requires a high school diploma or equivalent; two years of 
experience in public works construction and maintenance; or equivalent 
combination of education and experience Valid Massachusetts Class B 
Commercial Driver’s License and 2A License required, Class A CDL and 4G 
License preferred. CORI and drug test required. Candidates should submit 
a letter of interest and resume to Katherine Warden, Town Administrator, 
Chester Town Hall, 15 Middlefield Rd Chester, MA 01011 Position will remain 
open until filled. Chester is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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Early voting hours available for Presidential Election 


GOSHEN — In person early voting 
is available multiple days for the Nov. 
3 General Election at the John James 
Memorial Hall, 42 Main St., starts on 
Saturday, Oct. 17. 

Hours will be from 2 to 4 p.m. on 
Oct. 17; 2-4 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 18; 
2-4 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 24; 2-4 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 25; 9 a.m.-3 p.m. and 6-8 
p.m. on Monday, Oct. 26. 

Residents will be asked to wear 
masks, use hand sanitizer, and maintain 
social distancing in the town hall while 
they go about the process of casting their 
votes. 

The Town recognizes people feel 
strongly about their candidates and ballot 
questions, but the polling place is a pro- 
tected place for all voters. No hats, pins, 
shirts, stickers, sign or any other item 
endorsing a candidate or question may 
be worn or visibly held in a polling place 
or within 150 feet of the polling loca- 
tion. If you are seen with any of these 
items, you will be asked to remove them 
or turn your shirt inside out before you 


can vote. In addition to in person early 
voting, Saturday, Oct. 24, is the last day 
to register to vote for the Nov. 3 General 
Election, between 2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. 
Assistant Town Clerk Gina Papineau will 
be available to register new voters that 
day. 

Vote by Mail applications are due 
by 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 28. Voters 
are now able to apply through the state’s 
online portal at www.sec.state.ma.us/ 
VoterRegistrationSearch/preface.aspx. If 
someone has already signed and sent 
back the post card mailed to them in 
July, and perhaps in September, they can 
check website to make sure their applica- 
tion has been accepted at www.sec.state. 
ma.us/wheredoivotema/track/trackmybal- 
lot.aspx 

If someone has not yet received the 
early ballots to mail out to those who 
have requested to vote by mail, the State 
Elections Division is required to get the 
ballots to Town Clerk Kristin Estelle by 
Oct. 9, but the clerk hopes to receive 
them by Oct. 5. Estelle and Papineau 





Lyle Congdon of the Hilltown Hikers poses next to a trail sign in the DAR State Forest in 
Goshen during a hike on Friday, Sept. 19. D.A.R. State Forest was established in 1929 when 
the Daughters of the American Revolution donated 1,020 acres from the estate of John 


Tomlinson to the state as a forest preserve. 


Submitted photos 





plan on mailing them out to voters as 
soon as they receive them. 

Once a voter has received their vote 
by mail ballot, and have filled it out and 
sealed it in the signed envelope, it may 
be returned in the following ways: send 
by mail (postage paid); place it in the 
newly installed ballot drop box at the 
top of the stairs to the left of the door 
of the Town Offices, 40 Main St. There 
are security cameras and Estelle and 
Papineau will be checking and emptying 
the box daily; or bring the ballot into 
the town hall during the above in-person 
early voting hours, drop the ballot in the 
box, and exit the building. 

All ballots will be processed and put 
into the ballot box on election day. That 
day, the warden takes the ballot around 
the room as if she were the voter voting. 
She reads the voter’s name and address at 
check-in, and slits open the manila enve- 
lope — signed by the voter — that con- 
tains the ballot. She then brings the ballot 
to the ballot box and feeds it in, just as a 
voter would if they were there. The ballot 


Liz Massa of the Hilltown Hikers climbs 
the DAR State Forest Fire Tower. 








is never opened until it is hand counted 
with the hundreds of other ballots after 
polls close. No one will know how mail- 
in voters personally voted. The ballots 
mailed back are safely under lock and 
key until they are given to the warden on 
election day. 

There will also be voting hours on 
election day itself, Nov. 3, from 7a.m. 
to 8 p.m. Please wear a mask, use hand 
sanitizer when entering, and maintain 
social distancing. Voters may bring their 
own writing implement if they wish. As 
with in-person early voting, no hats, pins, 
shirts, stickers, sign, or any other item 
endorsing a candidate or question may be 
worn or visibly held in a polling place or 
within 150 feet of the polling location. If 
anyone is seen with any of these items, 
they will be asked to remove them or 
turn their shirt inside out before they can 
vote. 

Please contact Town Clerk Kristen 
Estelle with any questions or concerns at 
clerk @ goshen-ma.us or 413-268-8236, 
ext. 107. 


TOWERING VIEW 





The view looking out from the DAR State Forest Fire Tower in Goshen on Friday, Sept. 19. 


Submitted photos 
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Hilltown Hike Leaders Liz Massa and Lyle 
Congdon had a meet and great with the 
DCR District Patrol Massachusetts Fire 
Protection Control crew as they were 
making repairs to the tower on Friday Sept. 
19. This is the only fire tower where five 
states can be viewed. 
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Daniel Fedora and Lisa Lansing place an apple in the bag. 
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From left; Daniel Fedora, Lisa Lansing, Marie Batchelder, and Barbara Fedora gather for annual apple picking. From left, Ryan Tacke, Clara Tacke, Ashley Tacke, and 
Photos by Shelby Macri Andrew Take gather apples from a tree in the orchard 


earner SEEMS rien Steir rs: 
The Town of Worthington Police Department is | rons icp eres BEEF STRIPLOIN SDAINSP FRESH — 
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“Canaidetos must have MPTC Certifcation. |_| BUNE-INPORK LOIN ROAST sqag SAAD oa] BONELESS & SKINLESS . ; 
ABEND ORLONEND ROAST. Its \ seams CHICKEN THIGH MEAT. cc, OS 


Send resumes to: ee 
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS 7 98 FRESH BONELESS 
b 


P.O. Box a iemeaien te 01098 PORK LOIN CHOPS or ROAST... BEEF SHOULDER \ USDA INSP. FRESH ¢ 
b 


Deadline: October 15, 2020 USDA INSP. FRESH S 59 ROAST OR WHOLE CHICKEN aaiaian 
lb 


PORK COUNTRY STYLE RIBS LONDON BROIL / spa insp FRESH BONE-IN 10.BaAG 6 
$999 _/ SPLIT CHICKEN BREAST. OO 


TURKEY BREAST | 
Broker Associate pi te ca sie sett ae md USDA INSP FRESH 


ODA INSP. 
REJCAAX | _TaMGRESPEcats | / 5° SHOKED HAM PORTION gg 
’ SKINLESS HOT DOGS........ Jee) GROUND BEEF | BUTT OF SHANK simone | 
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of Buying or USDA INSP FROZEN 29 Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3 www.90meat.com 
SALE DATES: ; . 
BABY BACK PORK RIBS 10/1/20 - 10/7/20 BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS « SELECTION « SERVICE ph deep ealicee 


to limit quantities. 





Joy Salvini 





email: Joy.Salvini@comcast.net 
Each office independently owned and operated Selling a Home 


Monday, October 12th 


“TIME TO SELL” 10am - 5pm 


Indigenous Peoples Day 


Anti-Columbus Day 
Booth Sale 


Books, Decals, Gifts, Herbs, 


H ltown Real Estate Hand Crafted Jewelry, Music 


Arnold Drive, Huntington, MA 


by Adams Realty a 


in The Hottest Market in Years! en co 


Call your Local Hilltown Realtor 


Offices in Huntington and Worthington 


Call 413-238-0300 ‘ 
to schedule an appointment. BLUEBERRY 6 
You can call James Adams RASPBERRIES FARM 


—— direct at 413-205-7580 or Spars nessun 9-4 Closed Mon, = 4a1syea8-Reae 

— —— Amy Coyne at 413-281-3617 “ALL YOU CAN EAT AS YOU'RE PICKING’ 

Raspberries Blueberries 
He» $3.00 $2.50 


heaping pint | per pound 


Please visit HillttownRealestate.com for all you property searches 
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From left; Ashley Sullivan, Shawn Sullivan, Ryan Tacke, and Clara Tacke catch up while 
staying socially distant and picking their respective apples. 


Tw. 
3ARK MULC 


INC. | 


Protecting you is our only business. 


Auto 18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 
Pine e Spruce e Hemlock e Cedar e Red, Black & Brown 





Home . ; Ei Find us on: 
Races Playground ¢ Forest Blend ¢ Topsoil e Seasoned Firewood facebook. 
fi eine Suet Now CARRYING DECORATIVE STONE 
Northampton, MA 01060 We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
413-586-1000 ¢ Fax: 413-585-0401 and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 
enjoy picking Apples at a Huntington Orchard. www.whaleninsurance.com 413-569-2400 | 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 860-654-1975 





Sy UNITED STATES. 
POSTAL SERVICE. Ni W * H RI Ni 


FOR THE HOLIDAYS AT THE SPRINGFIELD NDC 





Current Opportunities Include: USPS® Offers: 
Temporary positions starting in November. - Competitive Pay 
MAIL HANDLER ASSISTANTS $16.55 HR - Diverse Workplace 
PSE MAIL PROCESSING CLERKS $18.15 


se ime a am i - Sense of Service to 
otart applying on September 14, 2020! the Community 


- Additional Opportunities 


APPLY TODAY 


usps.com/careers 


©2019 United States Postal Service®. All Rights Reserved. The Eagle Logo is among the many trademarks of the U.S. Postal Service®. Privacy Notice: For information regarding our privacy policies, visit 
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Local Cultural Council grant 
funding applications due Nov. 16. 


MIDDLEFIELD —The Middlefield 
Cultural Council announced applications 
to receive funding to support communi- 
ty-oriented arts, humanities and science 
program are due Monday, Nov. 16. 

According to Council spokesperson 
Eleanor Doyle these grants can support 
a variety of artistic projects and activi- 
ties in Middlefield — including exhibits, 
festivals, fairs, field trips, performance in 
schools, workshops, and lectures. 

The Middlefield Cultural Council 
is part of network of 329 Local Cultural 
Councils serving all 351 communities in 
the Commonwealth. The LCC Program 
is the largest grassroots cultural funding 
network in the nation, supporting thou- 
sands of community-based projects in the 
arts, sciences, and humanities every year. 


The state Legislature provides an annu- 
al appropriation to the Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency, which then allo- 
cates funds to every community. 

While the total amount of funding 
available will be contingent upon the 
Mass Cultural Council’s fiscal 2021 
state budget appropriation, last year the 
Middlefield Cultural Council distribut- 
ed over $5,000 in grants. Previously 
funded projects included many activ- 
ities of students in Gateway Regional 
School District, the Middlefield Fair, 
Middlefield Days, and the Middlefield 
Seniors. 

More information and application 
forms about the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council Program are available online at 
www.mass-culture.org. 


MIDDLEFIELD SENIOR CENTER 


Lunch is served at the Senior Center, 
169 Skyline Trail, Middlefield, each 
Wednesday at noon. 

A $3 donation is suggested. 
Reservations should be made, and meal 
choice stated, by calling and leaving a 
message at 413-623-9990 the Monday 


before. Pick-up and delivery are avail- 
able. 

The menu on Wednesday, Oct. 7, is 
roast turkey with gravy, cranberry sauce, 
butternut squash, red bliss potatoes, pum- 
pernickel bread, and strawberry fruit cup. 


CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 


The Middlefield Congregational 
Church will worship at 11 a.m. on 
Sunday, Oct. 4. The scripture for 
the week is Philippians 3:4b - 14 and 
Matthew 21:33-46. 


Communion will be celebrated, so 
bring your juice and bread for a bless- 
ing. Bring a mask for our indoor service. 
Everyone is welcome. We are an Open 
and Affirming Congregation. 
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PANTRY 


large number of families and seniors in 
need in town,” she said. “If somebody 
needs food, were not going to limit 
that.” 

The pantry is also accepting food 
donations during this time to keep 
shelves stocked. Donations must not be 
expired and cannot be open. Items that 
can be donated to the pantry include 
Peanut butter, canned or dried soup, 
stew, meat, fish, beans, fruit, vege- 
tables, dried beans, pasta, rice, baby 
formula, baby food, personal products, 
diapers, wipes, laundry detergent, fem- 
inine hygiene products, tissue, paper 
towels, toilet paper, pet food, baking 
supplies, flour, sugar, baking soda, per- 
ishables, dairy, and more. 

Donations can be dropped off 
every Saturday morning from 10 a.m. 
to noon. When the bear box arrives, 
donations may be left in it. Donations 
will be contactless and left on the table 
outside on Saturday mornings. 

“If someone comes by, they’ll see 
people there. There will be table and 
they can just leave it on the table,” 
Gould said. “We do ask that the food 
be not expired. We can’t give out 
expired food. Also unopened. Please 


from page I 


don’t donate opened products.” 

Gould praised the work of Candy 
Chaffee, Council on Aging mem- 
bers Jane and Ralph Gleason, Kendra 
Rybacki, and AMVET’s Tom Soules 
for their work helping run the pantry 
the past six months. As a member of 
the team for the past couple weeks, 
Gould found out about the move 
during a Selectboard meeting and has 
been one of the dozens of volunteers 
jumping in to get involved. 

“The school had to have limited 
people in and out, so I want to say it 
was only half a dozen people. There 
was a quiet group working those past 
six months,’ Gould said. ““We’re evolv- 
ing. It will probably take us a few 
weeks to find our feet but once we’re 
there hopefully we’ll have a good pro- 
gram established.” 

People interested in picking up 
food on Wednesday can contact Jane 
Feldman at 413-26-7612 or leave a 
message at otisfoodpantry @ gmail. 
com. Anyone interested in volunteering 
should leave a message at the email as 
well. For more information and pan- 
try updates, visit townofotisma.com or 
Otis Food Pantry on Facebook. 





BECKET 


Dinner fundraiser for church 
repairs saturday, Oct. 3 


BECKET — The first Saturday 
in October is signified by the annu- 
al First Congregational Church 
Harvest Turkey Dinner, which will 
be held takeout style in lieu of 
in-person on Saturday, Oct. 3. 

Dinner includes turkey, mashed 
potatoes, homemade stuffing, but- 
ternut squash, coleslaw, cranberry 
sauce, gravy, roll and butter, and 
homemade apple crisp for dessert. 
Cost will be $12 for adults and $5 
for children under 12. Apple, blue- 
berry, and pumpkin pies will also be 


available for $12 each. 

Reservations are requested so 
the church knows how much food 
to prepare. To make a reservation, 
please call 413-623-8300 and leave 
a message with a name and number 
of dinners and pies needed. Patrons 
may state which kind of turkey you 
prefer. Having the correct change 
will facilitate the transaction. 

This year’s funds will go 
towards repairing damage in the 
church cause by a powder post bee- 
tle infestation. 





Conservation Agent 
Temporary Part-Time Position 


The Town of Becket is seeking qualified applicants for the temporary 
part-time (avg. 14-18 hours per week) non-benefitted position of 
Conservation Agent who provides technical and administrative assistance to 
the Conservation Commission from 12/1/2020 to 3/31/2021. 

Tasks include administering the Wetlands Protection Act, associated 
laws and town by-laws. The Agent must attend Conservation Commission 
Meetings. Applicant must be able to develop draft and finalize permit 
approvals, Orders of Conditions and other Commission-issued permits 
as needed, set agendas and maintain files. The Agent is also responsible 
for performing on-site inspections, verify wetland resource boundaries 
and review applications. Qualifications: College degree in environmental 
science or other appropriate field with two or more years’ experience in 
wetland resource administration, or equivalent combination of education and 
experience. For further details please go to www.townofbecket.org. 

Please mail or e-mail a cover letter and resume to William Caldwell, 
Town Administrator, Town Hall, 557 Main Street, Becket, MA. 01223; 
Administrator@townofbecket.org. Application deadline: 10/9/2020. 

Becket is an EEO/Affirmative Action Employer. 





Jacob's Pillow expands perspectives 
with associate curator positions 


BECKET — Jacob’s Pillow 
announced an expansion to its curato- 
rial team with newly established posi- 
tions, naming Melanie George and Ali 
Rosa-Salas Associate Curators. This 
role is designed to broaden the pool 
of dance artists the Pillow regularly 
supports, strengthen the Pillow’s ability 
to identify new voices in the field, and 
increase the perspectives involved in 
programmatic decision-making at the 
organization. The scope of this position 
has been in development since the Fall 
of 2019 and will begin immediately. 

“T am delighted to deepen my rela- 
tionship with the organization. I look 
forward to working with this curato- 
rial team on a season that reflects and 
responds to the needs and goals of 21st 
century dancemaking,” George said. 

“IT am honored to be part of the 
Jacob’s Pillow curatorial team. I look 
forward to the 2021 Festival reflect- 
ing the prismatic approaches artists are 
taking in response to the political and 
social movements of our time,” said 
Rosa-Salas. 

Jacob’s Pillow Executive & 
Artistic Director Pamela Tatge added, 
“Melanie and Ali are deeply respect- 
ed experts in the field. I can’t wait to 
work alongside them as they bring their 
experiences as curators, producers, 
educators, and dramaturgs to benefit 
Jacob’s Pillow.” 

In the new curatorial positions, 
George and Rosa-Salas will work 
closely with Tatge and Producing 
Director Ariana Massery to identi- 
fy, research, and engage with a wide 
breadth of local, national, and interna- 
tional dance artists, review and con- 
template programming choices, and 


discuss curatorial approaches to their 
presentation. The positions will deeply 
understand and leverage 88 years of the 
Pillow’s history of presenting diverse 
dance genres from around the world as 
it spearheads new programming for the 
organization. 

Their role will be focused on 
curating the Pillow Lab artist residen- 
cy program, which awards eight to 10 
customizable developmental, research, 
and technical residencies to artists 
throughout the months of September 
to May, this year including COVID- 
19 safety protocols; Jacob’s Pillow 
Dance Festival, which annually pres- 
ents over 50 artists from around the 
world; as well as new virtual oppor- 
tunities, including upcoming commis- 
sions aligned with the expansion of 
the Pillow’s growing online presenting 
arm, Virtual Pillow. The appointment, 
as currently stands, is through February 
2021. The role will be revisited on an 
annual basis. 

Jacob’s Pillow has been one of the 
nation’s leading presenters of dance for 
over 88 years. This step in broadening 
its curatorial scope directly aligns with 
the organization’s anti-racist commit- 
ment made in response to the murder 
of George Floyd in June. In a public 
commitment that confronted the reality 
of racism and pledged to expand previ- 
ous efforts to confront implicit biases, 
the Pillow identified a need to convene 
and compensate a group of black and 
brown artists and cultural practitioners 
to assess the Pillow’s curatorial, edu- 
cation, preservation, and community 
engagement programs in terms of racial 
equity. This appointment marks one 
step towards this multifaceted goal. 
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receive town news, updates, 
local stories and articles of interest 
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GATEWAY 


By Shelby Macri 


It was worth the wait. 
After delaying graduation in 
the hopes the Class of 2020 
could celebrate the conclu- 
sion of their High School 
Careers together, the grad- 
uates of Gateway Regional 
High School got their wish 
on Friday, July 24. The stage 
only held five people while 
the 52 graduates where seated 
six feet apart on the lawn. 

Seated on the Stage 
was Principal Jason 
Finnie, Superintendent 
David Hopson, Assistant 
Principle Martha Clark, 
School Committee Chair 
Michele Crane, and Cheryl 
Wright, the guest speaker 
and Gateway math teacher, 
There was an excess of chairs 
in the crowd for the friends 
and family, to allow as many 
groups as safely as they 
could. 

The graduates and school 
Staff wore face masks during 
the ceremony, and as some 
people removed their masks 
to speak into the microphone, 
it was cleaned afterward by 
Finnie. 

“We were able to access 
a UV Wand to clean the 
microphone surface, in elud- 
ing the glasses that are to be 
used with them. We’ve had 
many meetings about the 
Safety procedures, the health 
guidelines, along with how 
tO seat people, and set up the 











































Members of the Cummington, 
Goshen, and Plainfield Fire 
Departments saved an injured 
individual who fell into the 
Westfield River and suffered 


Severe head trauma on 
Monday, July 27, 


Submitted photo by Sue Labrie 
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GRHS seniors Walk 


sound,” Huntington Polj 


Chief Robert Garriepy said, 
“There were many depart- 
ments included in the meet- 
ings, including town depart- 


ments as well as scho 


departments, Principle Finnie 


put a lot of work and pla 
ning into this.” 
Those who gave speec 


es and remarks included 
Hopson, Finnie, Wright, 
Class President Grace Van 


Buren, Valedictorian Pay, 


Usatyy, and Salutatorian Nina 


Iglesias. The Class Presiden 


was the first to address the 


graduates in the senior we 


come, where she expressed 
her happiness to see her 











— Denzel Washington 


ourna] 


Devoted to the Needy of the Hiltowns 


terfield, Cummington, Goshen, Huntington, 
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ce they should be. 


Regional, I thank you.” 


classmates again as well as 


to be celebrating with them as 


Regional High School Class of 


of 2020 flips their tassels and enjo 


School classmates. More phot 


CUMMINGTON 


Top photo, Chaya Christine Golas Proudly displays her diploma after receiving it during the Gateway 


“Tam so beyond thankful 
to be here, as we are fortu- 
nate enough to join togeth- 
er and celebrate in person, as 
ol I have awaited Seeing all of 
your wonderful faces since 
n- March; well half of them of 

course. You all look great,” 
h- Van Buren said. “We're here 
to commemorate not only 
our accomplishments, but the 
People that lead us here. [’ 
el like to take a moment to give 
the gratitude deserved, toward 
ts all those who had a part in 
my own journey, and the 
I- journey of the entire class of 
2020. To the staff of Gateway 
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2020 Commencement ceremony on Friday, July 24. Above, the Class 


OS on page 16. 


ys the socially distant final minutes of their time together as High 


Photos by Shelb W Macri 


Departments combine for river rescue 


It was Shortly after 3 
P-m. on Monday, July 27, 
when the Cummington Fire 
Department and Highland 
Ambulance were dispatched 
to the Westfield River, near 
Kings Corner on Route 9, 
approximately one mile 
east of Cummington. The 
response was for a 50-year- 
old male, who had fallen 
along the river at a popular 
swimming site and had sus- 
tained major head trauma 

“The injured party had 
very dangerous head trau- 
ma from a bad fall and 
the effort to extricate him 
from a location not easily 
accessible was amazing to 





Goshen... 


13 Huntington... 
«15 Middlefield 


be part of,” said Plainfield 
Fire Chief Dave Alvord. 
“We could have used more 
first responders, but worked 
with what we had and, 
hopefully, saved a life.” 

“It was a total team 
effort and we can’t say 
enough for our mutual aid 
help,” added Cummington 
Fire Chief Adam Dragon. 
“They were all excellent. 
We couldn’t have done it 
without them.” 

The location was 
accessed by a small wood- 
land path, Cummington 
requested mutual aid 
from both the Goshen and 
Plainfield Fire Departments 
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for additional manpower 
to assist in the extrication 
from the swimming area to 
Route 9. As medical per- 
sonnel reached the injured 
person, his condition wors- 
ened and required a heli- 
copter extraction, 

“The initial issue that 
we had was we didn’t 
have an actual location,” 
explained Dragon. “One 
of the people who found 
the individual, they sent 
somebody out to meet us 
and guide us in to where 
the person was, It’s rough 
terrain in there. It’s very 
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Pass ATM voters 


By Shelby Macri 


Ninety-nine voters tu 
to the annual Town Meetin 
on a warrant that that in 


rned out 
1g to vote 
cluded a 


Proposition 2 1/2 Override vote to pro- 


vide funding for municipal 
in the future, 
This article, debated at 


expenses 


the July 


25 meeting, includes a levy limit over- 


ride that increases the amoun 


t of prop- 


erty tax revenue a community may 
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CHESTER 


Board debates 


school property 


By Peter Spotts 


The Board of Selectmen and a 


representative of William [vy 


Teached a tentative path forward for 
handling the old school building on 10 


Middlefield Road and the $8 
taxes owed on the Property, wh: 


purchased from the town in 2004. 
Long, the Property owner, has 


other land in town with abou 
in taxes owed as well. The orig 
posal was to turn make a deal 
town to return 10 Middlefie 


to its ownership and forgive all taxes 


owed. The Board of Selectmen 


to pursuing an agreement to forgive the 
$88,000 for the school Property itself in 


exchange for the school. 
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BLANDFORD 


Audit reveals 
no deficiencies 


By Mary Kronholm 


The high point of Monday 


night’s Meeting of the Select 


Was the review and acceptance of the 
Management Letter from Scanlon & 


Associates, LLC, the Certified 
Accountants who performed the 
audit. 

Both Tom Scanlon and 
Accountant Eric Kinsherf calle 
Comment and answer questions 
findings. 


AUDIT, page 10 
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REMOTE 


peers at the meeting on Monday, Sept. 
28. 

“T kind of enjoy it. As much as its 
been kind of a challenge for everyone, 
I think it’s kind of a cool way to spice 
things up and do something different,” 
Galpin said. 

“There was definitely a little bit of 
an adjustment, but we’re in the second 
week now and its going more smoothly 
and it’s getting easier to trouble shoot,” 
Godden added. 

Both students spoke positively about 
the Covid support class, a new addition 
to the schedule this year that gives stu- 
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dents a chance to socialize with their 
peers, meet with teachers, or get some 
extra work done. It takes the place of the 
advisory block students would’ve had in 
past years. 

“It’s nice for student to have that 
social interaction with no time between 
classes and no student lunch,’ Galpin 
said. “It’s just nice for us to be able to 
come together and talk about what’s 
going on in our lives. It’s also a good 
time to talk to a teacher.” 

Godden and Galpin also sent a sur- 
vey to seventh graders to get feedback 
on their hybrid learning schedule — two 
















cohorts are each physically in school 
two days a week. They said responses 
were positive and the transition to a new 
school has gone well. They noted the 
majority of respondents said they pre- 
fer in-person learning for a variety of 
reasons including the social aspects and 
feelings the learning quality is higher. 
Committee Member Peter Cleary 
asked the two reps on their feeling on 
whether remote learning 1s something 
they feel the student body would like to 
see continuing into the second quarter 
or if they’d want to be back in-person, if 
possible; both were in agreement. 
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“T feel like the quality of learning is 
a lot better [at school] just because your 
head is more in it and there’s less distrac- 
tions,’ Godden said. 

“T think remote learning is great for 
what it is. I have a had very short dose of 
it right now. I can’t say how well it will 
be for the long term. For most students, 
I can definitely see them struggling in 
time,” Galpin said. “Just having to log 
on every day, check multiple websites 
for assignments and stuff. I think at some 
point we should try to go back, if we 
can.” 

One area of concern for some stu- 
dents, particularly in Goshen, has been 
inconsistent internet connection options. 
Godden attended the committees Zoom 
meeting from her local fire station. 

“Even with hotspots, connectivity is 
not good,” said Committee member Paul 
Marcinek from Goshen. 

Smidy said the school is close- 
ly monitoring attendance and has seen 
about five students with consistent sign 
on issues, but most of those have been 
for “legitimate reasons.” She said any- 
one who is experiencing connectivity 
struggles s invited to come to the school 
building. 

Interim Superintendent Michael 
Sullivan, who had his first day on the job 
Monday, said he is working to get up to 
speed as quickly as possible and is aware 
of the rapid timeline the committee is on 
to make a decision on if students should 
be back in the school later this fall. 

‘People have been really welcoming 
and very supportive. I’m just trying to 
be a sponge right now,” Sullivan said. 
“T’d like to really help all of the schools 
have really tight information for you, as 
school committees, to wrestle with these 
decisions in a very short time frame.” 

Fall sport practices are in full swing 
and Galpin and Godden reported the ath- 
letes are excited and thankful to be back 
on the field. This is also the first year for 
the Field Hockey team to officially rep- 
resent the school. They were upgraded 
from club status to a school team earlier 
this year by the School Committee. 

“T know a ton of them [the Field 
Hockey team] are pumped for that,” 
Galpin said. “Some [athletes] have 
expressed some concern with some rules 
the MIAA have made, but honestly that’s 
out of our control and something we just 
have to handle this year.” 
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413-695-4901 
or email: 
jbaskin@turley.com 
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3 Al's Tire & Auto Repair 


When it comes to tires we do It all, 
from wheelbarrows to big rigs. 


MOST MAJOR TIRE BRANDS AVAILABLE 


Brakes, Shocks, Struts, Front End Repairs & Alignments 
Air Conditioning Service 


918 Southampton Road, Westfield, MA 01085 
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


Mike Morin 562-3391 ~ 562-1 704 David Fasser 
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CLUES ACROSS 38. Forms adjectives CLUES DOWN 
1. Part of (abbr.) 39. Give off 1. High schoolers’ 34. Leg (French) 
4. Persons 41. Partner to flow dances 35. Indicates position 
9. Moved with a 42. Biblical Sumerian 2. Style of rock music 36. Self-doubt 
curvying trajectory city 3. Maryland athlete 40. Of | 
14. Bitterly regret 43. Popular clothing 4. Softened by 41. Retired but allowed 
15. Cause to feel material soaking to retain title 
embarrassed 44. Organism parts 5. Native Aussies 45. Algerian port 
16. Type of toast 46. Central US Native 6. Some are on it 47. African country 
17. Bobby __, NHL American people 7. Clairvoyance 48. “Wayward Son” 
champ 49. Blood type 8. Broken piece rockers 
18. Analogies 50. Wrath 9. Wrong 52. Bring out of sleep 
20. Mixes 51. Perennial tropical + 10. Starts over 53. Auburn legend 
22. Beloved flowers grass 11. Where to hang Newton 
23. Clinton special 59. Vetches clothes 54. Heavy wooden 
prosecutor 58. Buffaloes 12. One point north of shield in ancient 
24. Avoids 59. Envelope type due east Greece 
28. Innermost brain 60. Tuberculosis 13. Gov't lawyers 56. Choose to 
membrane: __ 64. Israeli city Aviv 19. Mass of eggs ina represent 
mater 65. Pops shellfish 57. Peace 
29. Atomic #18 66. Indo-European 21. Smile 59. Work hard 
30. Remain as is languages 24. Wrap 60. Reciprocal of a 
31.Qnewho’s been _ 6/7. Fiddler crabs 25. A citizen of Iran sine 
canonized 68. Large bank 26. Island off the coast 61. Express delight 
33. Indian king or 69. Not fresh of Tanzania 62. Explosive 
prince 70. Scientist's device 27. Knifes 63. Journalist Tarbell 
37. The Bay State (abbr.) 31. Beloved “Doctor” 
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e Locally Owned & Operated for 50 Years 
e Oil Customers - 24 Hour Emergency 


service & Automatic Delivery Available 


e New System Installations - 


Mitsubishi Electric Diamond Dealer 


e Heating Oil Plus - Maximize Energy 


Dollars: Keep system running Clean 


79 Union St., Rear 2, Easthampton, MA 01027 


s HEATING INC. 


Fueling Generations Since 1966 


THIS WEEK'S HOROSCOPES 


ARIES 

Mar 21/Apr 20 

A debate is growing in- 
side of you, Aries. You 
do not know whether 
you should lean toward 
practical decisions or 
have a little fun. Why not 
do both? 


TAURUS 

Apr 21/May 21 

Taurus, maintaining bal- 
ance will be challenging 
this week. There’s a 
conflict for which you 
can’t seem to find a 
resolution. Give things a 
little more time. 


GEMINI 

May 22/Jun 21 

You may be daydream- 
ing a bit too much 
lately, Gemini. It’s time 
to get your head out of 
the clouds and focus on 
some practical matters 
that need to be ad- 
dressed. 
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CANCER 

Jun 22/Jul 22 

Cancer, when you are 
in charge of a situa- 
tion, you have to keep 
in mind others’ feelings 
before offering a cri- 
tique. Take a moment 
before you give com- 
mentary. 


LEO 

Jul 23/Aug 23 

Try to keep your emo- 
tions in check this week, 
Leo. This is not the time 
to let your feelings seep 
into a work environ- 
ment. You have to re- 
main focused and firm. 


VIRGO 

Aug 24/Sept 22 

Virgo, even if something 
rubs you the wrong 
way this week, don’t let 
others Know. Surround 
yourself with people 
and activities you love 
sO you can boost your 
mood. 


ajolsfol | fol | 


Here’s How It Works: 
sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 


3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 


mofo} TT | flo} 
Lt fet tet te 
~iet ft fe} Et 
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413-527-0194 


Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 4:00 pm 


LIBRA 

Sept 23/0ct 23 

Libra, your artistic side 
is ready to get a little at- 
tention. Maybe you will 
redecorate a room or 
design a website. Chan- 
nel those creative urges 
purposefully. 


SCORPIO 

Oct 24/Nov 22 

What was moving along 
so smoothly just yester- 
day may hit a snag now, 
Scorpio. Don’t let this 
sidetrack you. You just 
may have to put forth a 
little extra effort. 


SAGITTARIUS 
Nov 23/Dec 21 

The pace of your life is 
bound to slow down a 
bit in the days to come, 
Sagittarius. This will be 
a welcomed change 
from the hustle and 
bustle that has been the 
norm lately. 


more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! 


—j=lot fot | fay 
NEURO 


CAPRICORN 
Dec 22/Jan 20 
Capricorn, something 
keeps pulling your focus 
away from the task at 
hand. This may be the 
universe telling you that 
this project needs to be 
delayed for a bit. 


AQUARIUS 

Jan 21/Feb 18 

Don’t stress about mak- 
ing hard decisions or 
commitments, Aquar- 
ius. You already have 
the next few months 
planned out, as you like 
to be two steps ahead 
all the time. 


PISCES 

Feb 19/Mar 20 

While someone may 
be pushing you to take 
action, it is even better 
if the motivation comes 
from you. Take a step in 
the right direction. 


Fun By The 
Numbers 


Like puzzles? 
Then you'll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
Square off, So 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your Sudoku 
savvy to the test! 


WESTFIELD NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS 


AUTO PARTS we 


CARQUEST 
> 


AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES 


Call “DALE” 


* Complete Auto Machine Shop Service %* Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds 
* Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer * Hydraulic Hoses 
8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD 


Dial 568-8944 o 568-1611 Fax # 568-1554 


Now stocking 
Car Quest 
Filters made 
by WIX, 
Amalie Oil, 
Bailing Twine 
& 
Tractor Parts 
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OBITUARY 





Angela “Angie” Savery of Middlefield, 
MA was surrounded by her loved ones on 
the morning of Sept. 27 as she passed into 
death in the same manner as she lived her 


life: with quiet grace. 


Angie was born to Ed and Laura 
Horalek in Gering, NE, on Dec. 20, 1939. 
Her family moved to Middlefield when she 
was a young girl, where she met her child- 
hood sweetheart, Rodney G. Savery. They 


Angela Savery 


were married on Sept. 6, 1958. 

As a teenager, she worked for Dr. Starbuck at 
the Big House in Middlefield, where she honed her 
amazing cooking skills and impeccable housekeeping. 
She drove school bus for many years before settling in 
at the Gateway Regional School cafeteria where she 
was well known for her amazing cinnamon buns. She 
retired in 2008 after 30 years. Angie also enjoyed her 
summers working for Moe and Nancy Pease at their 
Blue Heaven Blueberry Farm for nearly 30 years. 

Angie had many talents ranging from cultivating 
vibrant flower gardens to painting her many craft proj- 
ects, but nothing compared to her joy of whipping up 
delicious food to share with her family and friends. 
Sunday dinners at the Savery house were legendary; 
everyone was welcome at our table and no one ever left 


hungry. 





Angie will be remembered as a gen- 
erous and loving woman who always put 
everyone’s needs before her own. Her love 
for her husband and family was uncondition- 
al. She will be remembered as a person of 
immense strength, never giving up or utter- 
ing a word of complaint in even the tough- 
est of times. All who knew her will miss 
the warmth of her heart and the joy of her 
laughter. She was and will always remain 


deeply loved by her family and will forever 
be our “Angie, the Christmas Tree Angel.” She was 
preceded in death by her parents; her brothers, Eddie 
and Bobby Horalek; her son, Thomas Savery; and her 


granddaughter, Emily Savery. 


She is survived by her beloved husband of 62 
years, Rodney G. Savery; her sons Skip, John, and 
Doug Savery; her daughter, Terri Mayer and son-in- 
law Andy Mayer; her grandchildren Jill (Chris) Strong, 
Madison Mayer, and Carson Savery; as well as two sis- 
ters, Dodie (Jack) Guyette and Janie (Kit) Hudson. 

There will be no services or calling hours. In leu 
of flowers or contributions Angie would be thrilled if 
you would enjoy a big bowl of ice cream with your 
family and hold dear the simple things in life. Dery 
Funeral Home, 54 Bradford St., Pittsfield, MA, is han- 


dling the arrangements. 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


Country Journal © Thursday, October 1, 2020 








DEATH NOTICE 





SAVERY, ANGELA 


Died Sept. 27, 2020 
No Services 





Country Journal 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of 


obituaries. 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 








Notice of Chester 
Special Permit 
Granting Authority 
Public Hearing 
Special Permit Review 
for a Proposed Bed and 
Breakfast at 
14 Johnson Hill Road 

The Planning Board of the 
Town of Chester, as the spe- 
cial permit granting authori- 
ty, will hold a public hearing 
to conduct a special permit 
review for a proposed bed 
and breakfast operation. The 
public hearing will be held as 
follows: 


Place: Chester Town Hall 
Auditorium 
Date: Thursday, 
08 October 2020 
Time: 6:00 PM 


The special permit review 
is for a proposed bed and 
breakfast operation to be 
developed by Brookside 
Springs LLC, which will be 
located at 14 Johnson Hill 
Road in Chester. 

NOTE: Social distancing 
protocols are in effect- all 
attendees are required to 
wear masks. Remote atten- 
dance will be available via 
Go To Meeting. Contact the 
Chester Town Administrator 
for details. 

9/24, 10/01/2020 


Town of Chester 
Conservation Commission 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Pursuant to Massachu- 
setts General Law, Chapter 
131, Section 40-the 
Wetlands Protection Act, the 
Conservation Commission 


will hold a Public Meeting, 
Monday, October 19, 
2020 at 4:30PM to consid- 
er A Notice of Intent filed by 
Brookside Springs LLC. Due 
to Covid-19 restrictions, the 
hearing will take place at the 
proposed project location-14 
Johnson Hill Road. During 
this time or such other time 
when posted, the Commission 
will discuss the NOI, filed by 
Chris Martenson of Brookside 
Springs LLC, for new devel- 
opment within the 100-buf- 
fer zone to wetland resource 
areas. The application and 
plans can be viewed during 
regular business hours at Town 
Hall Conservation Office, 15 
Middlefield Rd # 16, Chester, 
MA 01011. 

Location: 14 Johnson 
Hill Road, Assessor’s Map 
407 Lot 11 
10/01/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampshire Division 
15 Atwood Drive 
Northampton, MA 01060 
(413)586-8500 
Docket No. HS20P0493EA 
Estate of: May C Diemer 
Also Known As: 
May Diemer 
Date of Death: 
August 03, 2020 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 
To all persons interested 
in the above captioned est- 
ate, by Petition of Petitioner 
Henry R Diemer, Jr of West 


Brattleboro VT a Will has 
been admitted to informal 
probate. 

Henry R Diemer, Jr of 
West Brattleboro VT has 
been informally appointed as 
the Personal Representative 
of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro- 
bate Code without supervi- 
sion by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to insti- 
tute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal pro- 
cedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner. 
10/01/2020 


Town of Otis 
Public Pole Hearing 
October 13, 2020 

In accordance with 
the provisions of Section 
22, Chapter 166, of the 
Massachusetts General Laws, 
you are hereby notified that 
a public hearing will be held 





remotely through Zoom. You 
must check the Town of Otis 
website at townofotisma.com 
within 24 hours of the start 
time for a link to join. 

October 13, 2020 at 
7:00pm 

Pursuant to the Governor’s 
March 12, 2020 order sus- 
pending certain provisions of 
the Open Meeting Law, G.L. 
c. 30A, Sec 18, this meet- 
ing is being held via remote 
participation to the greatest 
extent possible. Every effort 
is being made to ensure that 
any member of the public may 
access the meeting in real 
time, via technological means. 
Agendas will be amended to 
show the link and participation 
code to access the meeting no 
sooner than 48 hours before. 
Recordings and/or draft pro- 
ceedings of the meeting will 
be available on our website as 
soon as possible. 

This will be regarding peti- 
tion #6B030526 of Eversource 
to erect one line of poles with 
cables, wires and fixtures 
including necessary anchors, 
guys, and other sustaining 
and protecting fixtures on 
Dimmock Road. 

9/24, 10/1/2020 


Notice of Hearing 

Town of Williamsburg 

A public hearing will be 
held under Mass. Gen. Laws 
Chapter 138 on Thursday, 
October 22, 2020, at 9:00 
a.m. by video/teleconfer- 
ence, to act on the transfer 
of an annual All Alcoholic 
Beverages Package Store 


liquor license at 35B Main 
Street, Williamsburg, from 
Daru Enterprises, Inc., d/b/a 
Main Street Package Store, 
to Ambika, Inc., d/b/a Main 
Street Package Store. 
Instructions for partic- 
ipating will be given in 
the Board of Selectmen’s 
agenda www.burgy.org/ 
node/136/agenda/2020 48 
hours in advance. 

For more information 
email selectmen@burgy. 
org. By order of the Board of 
Selectmen. 

William B. Sayre, Chair 
10/01/2020 


LEGAL NOTICE 
INVITATION FOR 
APPLICATIONS FROM 
CONTRACTORS 
FOR SNOW PLOWING AND 
SANDING SERVICES 
FOR THE TOWN 
OF HUNTINGTON, 
MASSACHUSETTS 

The Selectboard of 
the Town of Huntington, 
Massachusetts will receive 
applications for Snow Plowing 
and Sanding Services for the 
contract term of 11/1/2020 to 
04/15/2021. 

Specifications for Snow 
Plowing and Sanding 
Services may be obtained 
by appointment from the 
Highway Department located 
at 7 Mill Street in Huntington, 
online at www.hunting- 
tonma.us, or by emailing 
admin @huntingtonma.us. 

Applications are to 
be mailed to Town of 
Huntington Selectboard, 


PO Box 430, Huntington, 
MA 01050 or emailed to 
admin@huntingtonma.us. 
If mailing the application, 
please write “Application for 
Snow Plowing and Sanding 
Services” in the lower left- 
hand corner of the envelope. 

Applications are 
due by 3:00 p.m. on 
Monday, October 12, 
2020. Applications will be 
reviewed by the Highway 
Superintendent and 
Selectboard on Wednesday, 
October 14, 2020. 

Note the requirement for 
payment of prevailing wage 
rates no longer applies to 
snow and an ice removal 
Operation, as it is consid- 
ered a Safety function, and is 
therefore exempt. 

The Town of Huntington 
is an Affirmative Action/Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 

Applications are sub- 
ject to the provisions of 
Massachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 30B as amended, 
the Uniform Procurement Act. 

The Town of Huntington 
Massachusetts, acting 
through its Selectboard, 
reserves the right to reject 
any and all applications or 
waive minor errors or omis- 
sions if it is in the best inter- 
est of the Town do so. 

Town of Huntington 

Selectboard 

24 Russell Road 

PO Box 4380 

Huntington, MA 01050 

413-512-5200 

admin @huntingtonma.us 
9/24, 10/01/2020 





WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


Email all 
notices to 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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Classifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN - ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 





A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENT: KITCH- 


ENS bathrooms, replacement win- 
dows & doors, roofing, siding, decks, 
custom woodworking, drywall. Full 
insured & registered 413-237-2250 
Mark 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 





AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 





CHESTER ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL NURSE The Gateway 
Regional School District is seeking 
a school nurse. Qualified applicant 
must be DESE School Nurse Cer- 
tified. Deadline: October 9 2020. 
Gateway Regional School District is 
an EOE. 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 


TOWN ACCOUNTANT Looking for 
a reliable Town Accountant. For ap- 
plication and more information please 
visit www.wilbraham-ma.gov. Applica- 
tion Deadline 10/16/2020 at 4:30 PM. 
EOE 


PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER 
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Call us 413.283.8393 





GATEWAY REGIONAL SCHOOL 
DISTRICT The Gateway Regional 
School District is seeking two (2) long- 
term substitute paraprofessionals for 
the 2020-2021 school year. Long- 
term substitute paraprofessionals 
will be expected to: Cover multiple 
classrooms over the course of the day, 
Implement lesson plans provided by 
teachers, Initiate class meetings via 
Google Meets, Access and explain as- 
signments in Google Classroom, Un- 
derstand and implement district health 
and safety protocols, Provide lunch 
supervision, or fulfill other duties as 
needed. Please send letter of interest 
and resume to: Stacy Stewart, Admin- 
istrative Assistant, Gateway Regional 
School District, 12 Littleville Rd., Hun- 
tington, MA 01050. Deadline: October 
7, 2020. GRSD is an EOE. 


FOR RENT 








EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 


Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 





FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call toll free: 413-283-8393 


21 Base Price 
$10.00 


Base Price 
$12.00 


Base Price 
$14.00 


Base Price 
$16.00 


Base Price 
$18.00 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


Li Mast 


Amount of charge: 


Base Price 
$10.50 


Base Price 
$12.50 


Base Price 
$14.50 


Base Price 
$16.50 


Base Price 
$18.50 


Base Price 
$11.00 


Base Price 
$13.00 


Base Price 
$15.00 


Base Price 
$17.00 


Base Price 
$19.00 





DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


Base Price 
$9.50 


Base Price 
$11.50 


Base Price 
$13.50 


Base Price 
$15.50 


Base Price 
$17.50 


Base Price 
$19.50 


Phone: 
State: Zip: 
X per week rate = $ 
erCard LI VISA _1 Discover Li Cash Ll Check# 
Exp. Date CVV 
Date: 


Hilltowns 


Circulation: 11,900 















First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

xX Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


sats WILLIAMSBURG 
MIDDLEFIELD 
WEST- 
HAMPTON 
= | BLANDFORD 
SANDISFIELD | ~ 


Buy the Hilltowns ZONE for $9.50 for 20 words 
plus 50¢ for each additional word. 

Add $10 for a second Zone or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 


$5.00 


BUCKLAND 









Includes 
additional words 


$10.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Quabbin 
(_] 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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14 COTTAGE o EREET 


IN EASTHAMPTON 


_ OPEN DAILY 10AM-8PM 
/ (413) 327-9393 





\ 





4 y EASTHAMPTONDISPENSARY.COM 
<< (MEASTHAMPTONDISPENSARY 






! nf 
| PRBRO] 


aan mies TRA TE 
EF lee Meus 


EDIBLES 


SCAN TO SEE OUR | 


eummmmmmems $BETTERYOURJOURNEY 
ALL YOU NEED IS A VALID 21+ ID! 


Please Consume Responsibly, This product may cause impairment and may be habit forming. For use only by adults 21 years of age or older.Keep out of the reach of children. 





This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there 
may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feedingmay pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when 
under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. 

Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. The impairment effects of edible marijuana may be delayed by two hours or more. 

In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 


